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Class reunions – WOW – a daunting task!  
Is it worth the time and effort?  Where do 
you start?  Do you even want to go?

If you speak with committees in the midst of planning a 
reunion, you may hear words of excitement or frustration or 
even disappointment at times.  So, why do it?

A reunion is an opportunity to renew friendships and to 
make new friends.  At the reunions I have attended, I have 
struck up conversations with classmates that I barely knew 
in high school and found that they are fun, interesting 
people.  Soon after graduation, the high school cliques are 
gone and people discover it is great to make a new friend.  In 
a world where we Facebook, text, and e-mail, the face-to-face 
opportunity to actually greet, converse and even hug is much 
more personal, and often with positive outcomes.

Reunions can be formal or informal, large or small.  It is the 
people and the memories that make them special.  They don’t 
have to be on the 5th, 10th, or 25th anniversary of graduation.  

Recently classes have been celebrating milestone birthdays.  
One thing people in the same graduating class have in 
common is their age!  Whatever the reason, reunions are a 
great opportunity to personally reacquaint with friends and 
establish new friendships.

The Alumni Association is happy to lend assistance to 
groups who want to get together. Class lists and addresses 
are available to get you started. Alumni are welcome at our 
bimonthly meetings where ideas are happily shared. If you 
would like to attend an Alumni Association meeting or would 
like to use the services we can offer, please contact us at 
(585) 336-3067.

We welcome all alumni to please keep in touch.  Let us 
know what you are doing and keep your contact information 
current.  And, if you haven’t attended a reunion, try it out.  
Chances are you will have a great time!

Leslie (Knapp) Ferriter
Class of 1977
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The West Irondequoit Alumni Association continues to collect used cell phones as a fundraising
campaign. Proceeds benefit our Generations of Excellence scholarship
fund. Cell phones are shipped to Pace Butler Corp, which pays the
association for them. “It’s a simple fundraiser that is working well for
us,” says WIAA president Leslie Ferriter.

Inactive phones (any age or make) may be dropped off at any school or
at the District Office located at 321 List Avenue. Call (585) 336-3067 with 
any questions.

Generations of Excellence – Years of Tradition

Each year, a new class of graduates joins our Alumni 
Association. Many of those graduates are following in the 
footsteps of parents and grandparents who are also alumni 

of Irondequoit High School. In 2004, the West Irondequoit 
Alumni Association began to showcase this tradition of 
excellence by awarding the first Generations of Excellence 
scholarships. 

To be eligible for this award, graduating seniors must have a 
parent or grandparent who is a graduate of Irondequoit High 
School. They must be a good student who worked hard in school, 
have attended IHS for four years and they must be planning 
to attend a two or four year college or a vocational school. 
Applicants must write an essay telling of their experience 
belonging to a family that has had two or more generations 
of students in West Irondequoit schools and must provide two 
letters of recommendation. 

On June 4, Steve Arter Englert ’57 presented the tenth set of 
scholarships to our newest graduates. Brittany Bamann and 
Hannah Kogler each received a check for $100 and an engraved 
clock. 

Brittany followed in the footsteps 
of her parents Renee Moriarty 
Bamann ’87 and Daniel Bamann 
’86; sister Shannon Bamann 
’11, and aunts Aimee Moriarty 
Santoleri ’90, Jaimee Moriarty 
’03, Karen Bamann Erbe ’83 and 
Nancy Bamann Cooper ’83; uncle 
Bruno Santoleri ’93 and cousins 
Steven Erbe ’09 and Andrew 
Erbe ’11. A two sport athlete, 
Brittany participated in soccer 

and cheerleading. She came in second place in her event in 
the 2012 DECA Regional competition and volunteers at her 
church. “While growing up my parents always spoke about the 
“high school experience” and how it is essential to participate 
and do as much as possible in high school. Going to prom, the 

homecoming games, playing a sport, every one of my family 
members did as much as they could in high school and walked 
the stage at graduation with no regrets. That’s what Irondequoit 
does; it creates memories that we will laugh about at our ten, 
twenty or thirty-year reunion.  When looking back it’s not going 
to be the difficult tests taken or the drama that is reminisced, 
but the memories and the lessons Irondequoit gave.” Brittany is 
headed to Finger Lakes Community College to study marketing 
and play soccer. 

Hannah Kogler followed her 
father Edward Kogler ’79 and her 
grandfather Donald Kogler ’44; 
along with her uncles Frederick 
Kogler ’66, David Kogler ’70, 
and Kenneth Kogler ’72 and 
aunt Kathleen Kogler Ellsworth 
’77. She participated in Tri-M, 
Student Council, National Honor 
Society, and choral groups as 
well as the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society and served as 
an Ambassador in Girl Scout Troop 882. In her essay, Hannah 
wrote, “To walk in the footsteps of family members who have 
come before me, being a third generation Kogler to uphold 
the values instilled in students from the second they enter 
Irondequoit High School could not make me more proud or 
honored that my family has chosen this school for generations.” 
In August, Hannah will begin the Masters Program for Forensic 
Science and Law at Duquesne University. 

Do you have a child or grandchild soon to graduate from IHS? 
Encourage him to apply for the Generations of Excellence 
Scholarship.  Applications are available from the Alumni Office 
at 585-336-3067 or online at www.westirondequoit.org/alumni.
htm.
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Current Snapshot Of West Irondequoit Schools
The Center for American Progress released a study that “... measures the academic achievement

a school district produces relative to its educational spending, while controlling for factors outside
a district’s control, such as cost of living and students in poverty.”
West Irondequoit earned a top spot in Monroe County, April 2011.

West Irondequoit was the only district in Monroe County named a “Top Achiever” by the Manhattan Institute, October 2009.

PEAK PERFORMANCE
July 2013

Iroquois Middle School named a Blue Ribbon School -- U.S. Dept. of Education, 2012
Rogers Middle School named a Rewards School -- NYS Education Dept., 2012

92%  Four Year Graduation Rate (Total 2008 West Irondequoit Cohort/Class of 2012, June & Aug.) 
 96% Regents Diplomas Awarded (5 Regents Courses/Exams) 
 64% Advanced Regents Diplomas Awarded (9 Regents Courses/Exams)

22 Advanced Placement Courses offered  781 AP Tests Written 2012 
 71% Mastery 2012 (College Credit Earned)

Top 6 Dake Junior High Academic Rating 
 (of 90 area Middle/Junior High Schools – “Business First” Magazine)

Top 4  Monroe County Schools 2012 Mastery rate ELA Exam 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Grades

6 Neighborhood K-3 Buildings (average student enrollment of 162)

PTSA Supportive partnerships in all 10 school buildings.

5  “Languages Other Than English” offered… French, German, Italian, Spanish, Latin 8-AP

15  Art Courses Offered (Grades 9-12)

5  Project Lead The Way/Engineering Courses Offered (initiated 1997)

4  Major Dramatic Presentations per Year (Grades 7-12)

Recognized  One of “Best Communities for Music Education in America” (12 of 14 Past Years)

10  Participants in International Model U.N. at The Hague (since 1990)

7  National Medalists in various DECA Business Competitions

30 Teams in Odyssey of the Mind Competition

Majority  of Junior High Students Participate in Community Service Curriculum

Fourth  Consecutive Year - a W.I.S.E. BLUE-STAR High School for Student Financial Literacy

Numerous  Scholar/Athlete, Sportsmanship and Sectional Recognitions

First  District Based Nature Center in Monroe County (Helmer Nature Center)

All  District Facilities Rebuilt or Renovated 1999-2009 (Fixed Rate Mortgage Thru 2018)

Lowest  Nine Year Average Tax Levy Increase in Monroe County (1.89% 2004-05 to 2012-13)

We believe that each child … belongs to all of us.
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Reflections on a Life 
in Education 
Mike Chirco ‘69

As I complete a career in the public schools that spans 40 years, 
not counting the 13 years I spent as a student before graduating 
from IHS in 1969, I can point out several specific influences 
that my education in the West Irondequoit Schools had on my 
professional career.

The first is something I really only realized once I started 
teaching in the early 1970’s. Teachers in the West Irondequoit 
schools beginning around fifth grade always presented material 
in lectures using an outline format, and students were expected 
to write their notes in this form: Roman numeral before each 
main topic, subtopics denoted with a capital letter, points 
beneath subtopics were numbered and so forth. Each subtopic 
and supporting detail was indented further. This resulted in notes 
that were highly organized with a lot of white space on each page.

When I started teaching, I realized that was how I was organizing 
my lessons. I stopped to really consider this method. As a student, 
when a question appeared on an examination, I could recall a 
page of notes and draw the supporting details needed to answer 
the question or write an essay.

It struck me that every teacher in Irondequoit had presented 
material in the same format. Someone—some administrator— 
had worked very hard to ensure that such a system was in place. 
It certainly benefited me. I can also report that getting teachers 
in a district to deliver lectures in the same format is not a simple 
task.

It is no longer the 1960’s, and theories of what works in education 
have become so diverse that something as simple as a single 
format for note taking is anathema.  However, the care taken in 
organizing the delivery of lecture notes district-wide certainly 
paid benefits for me as a student. It also shaped my work as an 
administrator, as I have continued to work with teachers to put in 
place consistent structures to support student learning.

The second thing I came to realize is that English teachers at 
IHS taught writing from the paragraph up. It seemed that every 
year we started by writing paragraphs. Only after becoming an 
English teacher did I realize how effective this simple choice was. 
If students could write effective single paragraphs and then learn 
to string them together by altering the first and last sentence to 
create effective transitions, the reader could follow along.

Teachers tell students to consider their audience when writing. 
Creating comprehensible paragraphs with good transitions is at 

the heart of that rule. It also 
makes reading and grading 
student work far more 
pleasurable.

Finally, my experiences on 
stage in plays and musicals 
at IHS truly shaped my career. I directed dozens of shows in more 
than 20 years as a classroom teacher. Working with students to 
develop their skills as performers in everything from Cole Porter 
to Shakespeare provided ongoing challenges and immense 
rewards that kept me in the classroom until 2000.

Once I moved on to administration, those same skills I had 
learned on stage paid off when presenting to parents, faculty and 
staff, the Board of Education and  even to angry taxpayers and 
our state legislators. Fully confident in my ability to use voice, 
cadence and gesture to make my message both comprehensible 
and compelling, I seldom failed to convince my audience of the 
truth and importance of what I had to say, even when delivering 
bad news. 

My experiences at IHS taught me tools and approaches that helped 
me as a student and in turn helped my students to succeed.  I also 
learned that delivery of a message is often as important as its 
content. I am thankful to have learned all of this in high school.

Mike retired July 1, 2013 as Superintendent of the Marcus Whitman 
Central School District. 
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Seneca School Teacher Honored 
Steve Englert Arter ‘57

On June 25th, 2013 four alumni of Seneca School gathered in 
the IHS Alumni Courtyard along with their fifth grade teacher, 
Florence Wiedrick Mance, to dedicate a brick honoring the 
teacher who made such a profound influence in our lives. We are 
all from Miss Wiedrick’s fifth grade class of 1949-1950. Florence 
took the education of each and every student very seriously and 
was always there for every student, regardless of what problems 
they were having with their school work. Imagine a teacher that 
cared so much for the education of her students, that she went 
to the trouble of organizing a field trip to the Rochester Monroe 
County Airport at a time when such a trip was unheard of for 
grammar school students. Air travel was in its infancy, with all 
airline flights made in propeller driven DC3’s. She arranged 
a tour of the control tower for us and later we were allowed to 
sit in the cockpit of an airplane in a hangar at Page Airways on 
Scottsville Road. As a result of this singular experience, I was 

Left to right: Curt Walker, Mrs. Florence Wiedrick Mance,  
Steve Arter, Jim Clutz, April Nelson Ticknor.

The West Irondequoit 
Foundation offers 

free tours of IHS to class 
reunion groups. 

Come and explore the 
Irondequoit High School 

of 2013! 

Contact the Office of Public 
Information 

to arrange a tour at
585-336-3067.

YEARBOOKS AVAILABLE
We have extra yearbooks from the following years.
If you would like to purchase one for $25, call the

Public Information Office at (585) 336-3067
to make arrangements. Updated 7/23/2013

1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1951
1952
1953

1954
1955
1956
1958
1961
1962
1964
1967
1972

1987
1992
1993
1995
1996
1997
1998
2001
2002

2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

determined to become a professional pilot, something I finally 
accomplished some 25 years later. Miss Wiedrick encouraged us 
at all levels and worked tirelessly with us to see to it that every 
student in her class accomplished all that was expected of them. 
We are so proud to have had Miss Wiedrick as our 5th grade 
teacher. It is indeed an honor to present her with the engraved 
brick pictured below. 
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Alumni
News

The “Alumni News” section of this
newsletter is devoted to catching 
up with Irondequoit High School 
graduates. We encourage graduates 
from all years to send information 
about what you have accomplished 
and what you are doing today. 
You will find an information 
questionnaire on page 20 of this 
newsletter. Fill it out and perhaps 
next year, you’ll find your name 
on these pages. It’s a good way to 
keep in touch!

1957
Ronald Lerner lives in Irondequoit, 
enjoying retirement from Kodak. His 
interests include current events, history, 
cars, guns and the natural world. When 
asked his e-mail address, he responded 
“I’m not that modern!”

1961
Ann Bearden Brown is retired from 
teaching and lives in Irondequoit with her 
husband George.  When they can’t visit 
their nine out-of-town grandchildren, she 
writes “you’ll find two clarinetists playing 
together or separately for local and out-
of-town audiences.”  They enjoy playing 
classical and chamber music for clarinet 
and belong to bands and orchestras locally 
as well as in Virginia and Florida.  She 
says that while attending Dake and IHS 
Mr. Piato and Mr. Bollinger made lasting 
influences. E-mail: abrwn236@aol.com 

1965
Gilbert Scherer is retired and lives in 
Ohio. His hobbies include reading, 
Siamese cats, music, going to Indian 
restaurants, swimming, and major league 
baseball. E-mail: gilbscherer@yahoo.com 

1966
Mary Lou Costich Johnson lives in 
Minnesota with her husband Jesse.  She 
enjoyed a career as a high school history 
teacher. She has four children and ten 
grandchildren and she enjoys gardening, 
sewing, scrapbooking and politics.  In 
the last election she served as a state 
delegate to her party’s convention and 
as an election judge. E-mail: maryloj1@
qwest.net 

1971
Sharon Neubauer Swart lives in Webster 
with her husband Lloyd.  Although she 
is retired, she has found a new career 
as a children’s books author, creating 
the “Matthew the Monkey” series (www.
matthewthemonkey.com).

1996
Pete Spaker lives in Irondequoit with his 
wife Danielle and their two boys. He tells us 
that he can’t wait to watch his boys attend 
the same schools he has, culminating 
with graduation in 2024 and 2025. Besides 
keeping busy with his children, he works 
in marketing and is also a pyrotechnician 
with Young Explosives (fireworks). His 
hobbies include integrating traditional 
woodworking craftsmanship with modern 
technologies and building audio/computer 
devices such as speakers and mp3 players. 
E-mail: pete.spaker@gmail.com

2007
Mike Line graduated from Monroe 
Community College with a degree in 
fire protection and has been a volunteer 
firefighter for five years. He recently 
received a Firefighter of the Year award 
from St. Paul Blvd. Fire Association. 

2011
Eric Bell attends Monroe Community 
College in the fire protection technology 
program and recently received a 
Firefighter of the Year award from St. Paul 
Blvd. Fire Association. 

Stay Connected!
Follow our district on:

  West Irondequoit CSD

  West Irondequoit CSD

Follow Athletics on:

  WIEagles

   WIEagles

Follow  
Helmer Nature Center on:

  Helmer Nature Center

Follow the West Irondequoit 
Foundation on:

  West Irondequoit Foundation

   WI Foundation

Engagements

Weddings &

Sara Farr (‘08) and
Jim Adamo (‘08)

Please send the association news 
of your wedding or engagement, 

especially if you marry a fellow alum!
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West Irondequoit
Window Cling

Veterans
As we prepared for the dedication of the 

new flagpole in front of the high school on 
Veterans Day in 2009, we realized that we 

did not have a comprehensive list of alumni 
who have served in the military.  

If you served our country after leaving IHS, 
would you drop us a line to let us know? 

Please send your information to 
patricia_hartman@westiron.monroe.edu.

Memories on DVD
In 2002, IHS alum Steve Arter taped interviews with faculty who were 
teaching during the 1950’s when he was a student. Those interviewed 
were: Norma Butler, Bruce Clair, John Dodge, Beulah Hilfiker, Helen 
Rice, Butler Shaw and Clare Wallace. Copies of this video are now 
available for $15. ($5 will reimburse the IHS Media Club for copying 
the videos and the remaining amount will cover postage and a small 
donation to the West Irondequoit Foundation.)

Name  _____________________________________

Address  ___________________________________

City  ______________________________________

State _______________  Zip _________________

No. of copies ______ X $15 = ___________________

Please make checks payable to the: 
West Irondequoit Foundation

Send your request to:
The West Irondequoit Foundation - Faculty Video
321 List Avenue
Rochester, NY 14617-3125

Show your IHS pride and purchase a

Clings will be mailed to:
Name ________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Phone # ______________________________________________________________________________

E-mail  _______________________________________________________________________________

Checks should be payable to: West Irondequoit Alumni Association
Total # of clings ___________ x $2.50 = $___________
Please return this order form to:

West Irondequoit Alumni Association
321 List Avenue
Rochester, NY 14617
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Each class should have an alumni representative; we’ve posted our current list 
below. Reps receive agendas and minutes of our alumni meetings and may assist 

in coordination of reunions. If your class needs a rep and you would like to volunteer your services, please contact the 
alumni office at patricia_hartman@westiron.monroe.edu or 585-336-3067.

Alumni Reps

FIRST NAME LAST NAME CLASS
Ada  Rayton Neary 1936
Arlene  Blakely Shepler 1938
John  Rehbach 1941
Janet  Collins Kryk 1943
Beverly  Carter 1944
Betty  Christman Schwab 1945
Robert  Rehbach 1946
Jane  Kleehammer 1947
Jim & Margaret  Beisheim 1949
Ken  Perrin 1950
Elaine  Bamann 1951
Earl  Doser 1952
Tom  Moffitt 1953
Alice  Baumann Kincaid 1954
Nancy  Young Smith 1955
John  Hecker 1957
Anne  Yeager 1958
Jack  Grover 1959
Bob  Heinkel 1960
George  Smith 1961
Clark  Dobbertin 1962
Carmella  Amato Chamberlain 1962
Sandy  Schudt Badura 1963
Ed  Storey 1964

FIRST NAME LAST NAME CLASS
John  Becker 1965
Sue  Joninas 1966
Nancy  Kemp Hoekstra 1968
Gary  Westman 1969
Linda  Knapp Williams 1970
Artie  Trevas 1971
Anne  Harvey Sick 1972
Jeanne  Serles Taranto 1973
Barbara  Saucke O’Connor 1974
Jeanne  Travers 1975
Howard  Cohen 1976
Leslie  Knapp Ferriter 1977
Marybeth  Semrau Patton 1978
Laura  Green Mason 1979
Jim  Shafer 1980
Anne  Culp Cunningham 1981
Laura  Paul 1982
Jean  Adams Perrotta 1983
Judy  Hunte Meacham 1984
Sandie  Weiser Freedman 1986
Andy  Garrity 1987
James  Vinci 1988
Tracy  Moody 1989
Charlotte           Riesenberger Granville 1990

FIRST NAME LAST NAME CLASS
Jennifer  Solomon Fichtner 1991
Tammy  Uchal Hittepole 1992
Bannon  Stroud 1993
Christopher  Beato 1994
Karen  Weller Burns 1995
Mike  Burns 1996
Gina  Nicosia 1997
Julie  Sutera 1998
Amy  Kaplan Coniglio 1999
Camille  Sealy 2000
Erica  Czop 2001
Angela  Aratari 2002
Andrew  Follaco 2003
Adam  Hoehn 2004
Cailin  Daly 2005
Calli  Smith 2006
Heather  York 2007
Ashley  King 2008
Marisa  Vattana 2009
Joshua  Maxey 2010
Taylor  Diem 2011
Victoria  McMahon 2012
Romel  Williams 2013

Alumni Passings
List Compiled from  9/1/12 to present

Ruth Randall Elmendorf .........................‘36
August DeWilde.......................................‘38
Roy Gauger ..............................................‘38
Florence Loebs VanHorne ......................‘42
Betty Bostwick Nowak ............................‘43
Merlin Blakley .........................................‘44
Donald MacGregor ..................................‘45
James Kanaley ........................................‘47
Norm Mibaum .........................................‘47
Francis Parshall ......................................‘47
Raymond Schicker ..................................‘47
Dorothy Swan Beoff ................................‘47
Fred Ulmer...............................................‘47
Evelyn Zill Diehl ......................................‘47
Sylvia Leary Small ...................................‘49
William Rousos .......................................‘51
Anne Ashman Bullock.............................‘52
Gail Conolly Zink.....................................‘52
Connie Lundgren Urban.........................‘52
David Manning........................................’52
Clayton Stanton.......................................‘52
Lynna Stephens Cable ............................‘52
Rosemary Imes Frey ...............................‘53

Otto Lawrenz, Jr. .....................................‘53
Jean MacDonald Claus ...........................‘53
Linda Waltuck Michael ...........................‘53
William Saucke .......................................‘56
Diane Ball Korot......................................‘57
Michael Byrne .........................................‘57
Richard Fedison ......................................‘57
Sandra Fogg Robinson............................‘57
Diana Forth Waters.................................‘57
Sumner Forward .....................................‘57
Marilyn Gibson Sims ..............................‘57
Susan Koch Slater...................................‘57
Beverly McKay Zimmerman ...................‘57
Ronald Schiffler ......................................‘57
Lincetta Miller Shumanski.....................‘57
Nancy Myers Sherman ...........................‘57
Carol Ripperger Stuckless ......................‘57
Marny Roll Bryant ...................................‘57
Susan Seiler Hastreiter ..........................‘57
Marcia Springer Hall ..............................‘57
Sandra Woodruff Glick............................‘57
David Wood..............................................‘58
Gary Muxworthy ......................................‘59

Michael Yeaw ..........................................‘59
David Hayden ..........................................‘60
Linda Wylam Hale ...................................‘60
Thomas David .........................................‘62
Kerry Marsh.............................................‘62
Thomas Smith .........................................‘62
Paul Warnick ...........................................‘62
Barbara Altman Kurtz .............................’63
Sally Benson ............................................‘63
Dixie Carter Weitschat ...........................‘63
Teri Desiato Cole ....................................’63
Gerald Hensler ........................................‘63
Janice McCoy Way ..................................‘63
William Raymond ....................................‘63
Kenneth Stenzel, Jr ................................‘63
Paula Weinert..........................................‘65
Cheryl Flowers Lamme ...........................‘67
John Sundbeck ........................................‘67
Susan Lettau Winnett .............................‘67
Paul Shepler ............................................‘73
Lawrence Woodhouse, Jr. .......................‘76
Sandy Abbott Capone ..............................‘80
Phillip Sheldon ........................................‘92
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Thank You To Our Alumni!
The West Irondequoit Foundation would like to thank the IHS 
alumni for their generous donations. Your gifts will be used to 
fund staff initiated grants to enhance our current programs and 
to provide new opportunities for our students. 

Take a look at the grants provided by the foundation over the last 
five years:

2009 Grant Award: $30,370
• Flip cameras for elementary school students
• Digital video mixer to create video productions
• Video data projectors for classroom use
• Technology updates for Performing Arts

2010 Grant Award: $32,000
• Mimeo Interactive Board
• Enhancement of Texas Instrument Navigator System at  

Dake Jr. High
• ELMO document cameras for classroom instruction

2011 Grant Award: $41,000
• Nook E Readers at Iroquois and Rogers Schools
• Dedicated/Installed Multimedia Projector in the IHS 

Auditorium
• Boardmaker Studio: Adaptive Software Upgrade
• Digital Video Camcorder
• Major works Composition and Composer-in-Residence 

Commission
• Physics Lab Update
• WindTamer Turbine

2012 Grant Award: $103,238
• Successful Snowshoeing
• iPads to Help Students with Disabilities Grow Academically 

and Emotionally
• iPad for Learning
• West Irondequoit Innovations and Interventions Initiative

2013      Grant Award: $110,729
• West Irondequoit Innovations and Interventions Initiative 

(http://www.westirondequoit.org/WIF/I_3_index.htm)
• Virtual Driver Interactive Simulator

The WEST IRONDEQUOIT FOUNDATION (WIF) is a not-
for-profit organization established in 1987 to receive gifts, 
bequests and donations in order to provide funding to enhance 
the educational programs of the West Irondequoit Central School 
District (WICSD). It raises funds to underwrite teacher-initiated 
grants for projects, equipment and programs that cannot be 
supported by the district’s annual operating budget. Through a 
strong annual campaign and a variety of fundraising activities, 

the WIF has granted more 
than a half of a million 
dollars to WICSD since it 
first awarded grants in 1990. 
In 2003, the Foundation undertook its largest fundraising effort 
to date. The highly successful Windows Project, a unique public 
art project in which artists transformed vintage wood windows 
removed from IHS during renovations into works of art, raised 
more than $77,000 for WIF’s Endowment Fund. The WIF is led by a 
volunteer board of directors whose energies are deeply rooted in 
an enduring pride and abiding commitment to WICSD. They rely 
entirely on the support of alumni, businesses and the community 
to carry out the Foundation’s endeavors in support of educational 
excellence.

Visit the Foundation’s website at:
www.westirondequoitfoundation.org

or follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

Founded in February 2011, Mytonomy is a video-based 
social network that connects advice seekers and advice 
givers, to deliver near-peer mentoring about key college 
and career topics.

You can watch short videos on topics such as:
• Advantages of a small college
• What’s it like to study abroad?
• How important is an overnight visit?
• Information on college majors

Visiting Mytonomy is a bit like attending our Graduate/
Senior Workshop - on your own computer - any time you 
have a question.

IHS graduates have made videos for Mytonomy - check 
them out! Our recent graduates are invited to make videos 
for Mytonomy too! Visit the site at www.mytonomy.com or 
contact the alumni office with questions.
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Courtyard Bricks 2013
Names in italics represent the purchasers of each brick.

SUZANNE 
HUMPHLETT 
RAILEANU ‘70

Pat Humphlett

 IN MEMORY OF 
BILL HUTCHINSON 

1963

Ann Wolf

ROGERS 
IAN’99LINDSAY’06 

ERIN’02 LISA’12

Larry & Mary Jane Rogers

BRIG, BUFF, NOR, 
& PERL-CIRCA ’57 

BUDS TO THE END!

John Evans

MISS F WIEDRICK 
SUPER TEACHER 

SENECA 1945-1951

Steve Arter

FOR MR. BRUCE 
THANKS FOR THE 
WORLD OF MUSIC!

David Grossman

IN MEMORY OF 
BETTY B. SMITH 
CLASS OF 1958

Donald Smith

SCHOENWEITZ 
DOUG61 NANCY64 

JON88CHRISTINE89

Nancy Schoenweitz

MATT PRICE 1989 
JOSH PRICE 1990 
BRIAN PRICE 1994

Susan Price

PARIS-KATHY JOE 
PEGGY ANDY JANE 
JIM MEG ANGE JIM

Peggy Paris

THE BURNS FAMILY 
ALEX’08 JULIA’10 

GRAHAM’13

Tom Burns

IN MEMORY OF 
LYNN LABORIE 

SHUTEN 1956 GRAD

Cathryn Mack

BARBARA STANFORD 
DOUG STANFORD 
BESS STANFORD

Barbara Dann

JOHN DANN 
JANET DANN 

CATHERINE DANN

Barbara Dann

JANE COLE 66 
BOB COLE 68 

INDIANS ALWAYS

Jane Cole

PFC. G. BRULE 66 
DEC. VIETNAM 67 

SEMPER FI

Jane Cole

IN LOVING MEMORY 
JAMES HODGES II 

JIM AND SUZY

Jim Hodges

RUDOLPH LERNER 
1948 

1931-2011

Sandy Lerner

STEVE ZUEGEL ‘78 
JIM ZUEGEL ‘79 
JON ZUEGEL ‘79

Barbara Zuegel

KEN SLATER 
BASEBALL COACH 

1963 - 1996

Kim Smith

TOM ‘62, DAN ‘64 
NANCY’69 MCNELLY 
INDIAN NOT EAGLE

Tom McNelly

CAROL HAWVER 
CLASS OF 1960

Sandra Rohr

CLASS OF 2002 
LAST OF THE 

INDIANS

Angela Aratari

JULIA MILES 
TEACHER-25 YRS 

2013

WICSD

TOM MCCARTHY 
BELIEVE IN EVERY 

CHILD!

WICSD

LOVE WHAT YOU DO 
JOANNE BALDWIN 

2013

WICSD

IF YOU DREAM IT, 
YOU CAN DO IT! 
DEBBIE LEO 2013

WICSD

GAIL CONOLLY 
CLASS 1952 

SPUNKY FUNLOVING

Tom Zink

MARILYNNE 
WE MISS YOU 

CLASS OF 1945

Harvey Anderson

JOSHUA 
WASHINGTON 
CLASS OF 2013

Joshua Washington

CUSHMAN ‘02-’10 
DAVID SARAH 
RACHEL MARY

Dave Cushman

KELLY MCLAEN 
CLASS OF 2013

Melinda Laprade
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West Irondequoit Alumni 
Courtyard Brick Order Form

Share in the history of West Irondequoit schools by purchasing an 
honorary or memorial brick in the ALUMNI COURTYARD. 
This courtyard is evermore becoming a special place where memories 
are shared and honor is paid to those who have known the 
West Irondequoit experience. 
COST: $50 per engraved brick. 

• Yes! I would like to support the West Irondequoit Alumni Courtyard  
by purchasing an engraved brick @ $50 per brick. 

• My check, made out to the West Irondequoit Foundation for $50 per brick is enclosed. 

• Please send me a photo of my brick once it is installed.    q Digital        q Print

Engraving instructions: There is space for exactly 16 characters per line and there are three lines available. When filling the 
spaces, count all letters, spaces and punctuation marks as part of the 16 spaces. Please print clearly in block letters. 

Line 1:  __/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__

Line 2:  __/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__

Line 3:  __/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__/__

Mail this completed form to: West Irondequoit Foundation, 321 List Avenue, Rochester, NY 14617-3125

Your Name  ______________________________________

Address  ________________________________________

City/State/Zip  ____________________________________

E-mail  _________________________________________

Courtyard Bricks 2013
Names in italics represent the purchasers of each brick.

EMILY RUDDY 2008 
JAMIE RUDDY 2010 
DANNY RUDDY 2013

Pete & Sandy Ruddy

THE DICK FAMILY 
DEBBIE,BARB,BETH 
JULIE,JEFF,SCOTT

Barbara Dick

RYAN MILLER ‘09 
JOEL MILLER ‘11 
MATT MILLER ‘13

Stella Miller

GARY GALES 1965 
KATHY GALES 1969 
KELLY WALSH 1997

Kelly Moroni

FRANK DOSTAL 
CLASS OF 1976

Gerald Dee

VALENTE FAMILY 
MIKE LIZ CHRIS 
2009 2011 2013

Carla Valente

STEPHANIE 2009 
RACHEL 2013 

WOLTZ

Denise Woltz

BRIAN WILCOX 
BOYS’ SWIM COACH 
OF THE YEAR 2013

Kristine Kirchgessner

BRITTANY BAMANN 
CLASS OF 2013

Renee Bamann

IN HONOR OF LUKE 
BURKOVICH CLASS 
OF 2013-OUR HERO

Bill Burkovich
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Class of 1952 
Celebrated their  
60th Reunion

The Irondequoit High School class of 1952 held their 60th reunion 
on the weekend of September 14, 2012. The weekend began with 
a Friday evening picnic at Perinton Park, followed by a Saturday 
Genesee River boat trip on the Harbor Town Belle. The Saturday 
night banquet was held at Lake Shore Country Club, and Sunday 
morning’s farewell breakfast was held at a local restaurant.

Forty-four classmates from our original class of 136 attended 
our reunion, including Tassilo Koelbl from Germany, and our 
“everywhere people” from all over the United States. John 
Hoenig was our master of ceremonies for all nine past reunions, 
and for this one. Also for the tenth time, Charles Grimm opened 
festivities with a prayer and blessing.

Over 20 of us who were unable to attend  sent wonderful 
messages of regret and best wishes,  including our international 
classmates, Hy Finegold in Israel, and Bob Stanton in Thailand.

We will always remember the 40 that we have lost; our dear 
friends at our high school, and gatherings over the years…gone 
too soon, but with us at previous reunions.

During those wonderful, long-ago years, we were the Irondequoit 
lndians and we will remain Indians Forever, linked by memories 
of that funny old school at the corner of Titus and Cooper.

Class of 1952 Picture Key:
1st row – Sue Rudman Rohlin, Laura Geer Salvo, Camille Cook 
Clayton, Joyce DelVecchio White, Barbara Buyck Harvey, Tassilo 
Koelbl, Constance Petromalo Wright.
2nd row – Joyce Battle Stoke, Ida Alongi Licciardi, Nancy Keister 
Clark, Joan Hayes Quigley, Janet Crissy Beeman.
3rd row – Jean Parr Wernert, Mary Lu Turner Keef, Suzanne 
Thorne Miller, Sue Weimer Brockman, Gerri Rebis Sage.
4th row – Verna McCrossen Carell, Jody Cronau Low, Earl Doser, 
Charles Grimm, Dorothy Fice Stofka, George “Buzz” Winfield.
5th row – Don Nadeau, Bob Smith, David Groth, John Hoenig, 
Howie Rekers, Jim Shaw, Jim Eaton, Amy Lou Gerace, Bill 
McCormick, Evelyn Brockman, Jerry Ocorr, Rena Shepard Mastro, 
Roger Fox.

IHS Class of 1957 held 55th Reunion 
The class reunion was held Friday and Saturday, August 17th and 
18th, 2012.

Slightly less than forty classmates were able to attend, almost 
a third from out-of-town, coming from Germany, Connecticut, 
Florida, Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, and Vermont. We were happy to have one of our 
exchange students, Juergen Buschmann make the trip from 
Berlin, Germany to join us. 

The reunion started Friday with a picnic at the Parkview Lodge 
in Webster Park. After a brief early morning shower, the weather 
cleared and was perfect by the time the festivities began at 2 
p.m. The meal featured Zweigle’s white (and red) hots as well as 
hamburgers.

Saturday, although cooler, turned out to be even nicer. Classmates 
met at the Rochester Yacht Club for a late afternoon cocktail hour 
and, of course, more time to get “caught up” - after which we all 
hopped (maybe not hopped at our age?) on board the Harbor Town 
Belle for a three-hour evening cruise that took us out onto Lake 
Ontario just past the break wall, then turned around and cruised 
up the Genesee River as far as the Memorial Bridge, which was 
very impressive when seen from below at dusk. A buffet dinner 
was served onboard.

Some out-of-town classmates may have had their last chance to 
see the Hojack Swing Bridge which may be removed. Talks are in 
progress to dismantle it, calling it a navigational hazard. Others 
would like it to stay as an historical landmark. 

Thanks to all who attended – it was a wonderful weekend of 
sharing and reconnecting. 
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IHS Class of 1970 
60th Birthday 
Celebration!

Steve Santolla ‘70

The IHS class of 1970 had a get-together last summer to celebrate 
everyone turning 60 years old sometime during the year.  The 
theme was “Seniors becoming Seniors.”  There was the usual 
gathering at O’Loughlin’s on Friday night, August 17th.  Drinks 
were had, tall stories were told, and everyone had a great time.

On Saturday, we had a picnic at Durand Eastman Park.  Since 
Rochester is well known for its great weather, it was no surprise 
that the weather was perfect.  Classmates grilled up white hots 
and ate birthday cake to celebrate the big occasion.

Everyone relaxed and enjoyed getting reacquainted and brought 
up to date on what we have been doing for the last forty-two years!  
There is a lot of talk of an annual event for the Class of 1970 so 
make sure that you sign onto our Facebook page – Irondequoit 
High School Class of 1970.

There are pictures on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/61329859010/?fref=ts 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/61329859010Irondequoit 
HighSchoolClassof1970
     

Class of 1972 Comes 
Together for 40th

While the weather threatened a bit on Friday, August 10, 2012, 
the warmth of friendship was evident as classmates reunited to 
share their stories.  Both early in the evening at Pier 45, and 
later that night at O’Loughlin’s, familiar faces shared hugs and 
memories making for a terrific evening.  On Saturday morning, 
August 11th, a group of classmates toured the high school noting 
the changes to the pool and library as well as many other areas.  
The tour also included viewing our class brick, “Class of 1972, 
Great Memories, Indians Always,” located in the memory garden 
in the IHS courtyard.  The evening found classmates gathering 
again to enjoy a sit-down dinner at the Rochester Yacht Club.  
The feedback was terrific, with classmates remarking on the 
food, and on the atmosphere overlooking the river as the sun set.  
We saw some faces we had not seen in a while, and we enjoyed 
the opportunity to reconnect.  Thanks to all who attended!  We 
are talking about a 45th reunion, and we hope to have an even 
better turnout.  Please remember to update your mailing address 
and your e-mail address at our class e-mail IHS72classreunion@
gmail.com and/or through the West Irondequoit Alumni 
Association.  We look forward to seeing you at our 45th reunion.  
In the meantime, please keep in touch!

Members of 
the Class of 
’72 pose for 
a photo in 
the Fitness 
Center 
during a 
tour of IHS. 

Class of 1980 Commemorates their  
50th Birthdays! 

The Class of 1980 held a family picnic on September 29, 2012 at the St. 
Paul Firemen’s Exempt Club to commemorate each class member’s 50th 
birthday. Over 70 people attended the outing, with 31 of those being class 
of 1980 classmates. There was a giant birthday cake with 50 candles that 
was blown out by the entire class. There was also an informal meet and 
greet held the night before at O’Loughlin’s that was well attended by 
over 50 class of 1980 classmates. The Class of 1980 will have their next 
reunion in 2015 to celebrate their 35 year reunion. Anyone interested in 
reconnecting with the class of 1980 is encouraged to visit our Web site at 
www.Irondequoit1980.com. 
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Join us for THE HOUR
on December 18, 2013 

at 7:30 p.m.
in the IHS auditorium.

Former music students are always
invited to join us on stage to perform

as the concert concludes.

HOMECOMING 
Homecoming is September 15-21, 2013.

For a list of athletic competitions 
visit http://schedulesonline.org

Your Newsletter –
in your mailbox or on your computer?

Some of our alumni have elected to receive their copy of the annual newsletter electronically. If you would find 
this option more convenient, just send an e-mail to our office at patricia_hartman@westiron.monroe.edu.

If you received a copy of the newsletter in the mail, you may notice that it is not addressed to a specific person. 
This is on the advice of our mailhouse, for the following reasons:

• We send one newsletter to each household where alumni reside. For example, if there is a mom, dad and their 
college age children and they all attended IHS and live at the same address, we only send one newsletter to their 
home. If you would like additional copies, please contact our office.

• If we send a newsletter addressed to a specific person and the person has 
moved, because this mailing of 12,000 newsletters is sent using our bulk 
mail permit, the post office discards the newsletter. If we send it to “our 
friends at,” then no matter who lives there, it is delivered. You would be 
surprised at the number of phone calls we receive from folks who tell us 
that our alum has moved. This helps us maintain our database.
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Reunion Details by Class
Questions? Call the Alumni Office at 336-3067

Class Reunion Committee Contact Reunion Date

1958 Gail Wadman McArthur August 14, 2013 
Noon - 4 p.m. Radisson Inn (Airport)

1963 Sandy Schudt Badura 
sandybadura@yahoo.com 

August 2-3, 2013 
Friday: O’Loughlin’s 
Saturday: IHS tour, Rochester Yacht Club

1964 Barbara Hall Stam Andy Portanova 
Patti Carter Morrison

 IHS - Class of 1964

August 8 - 10, 2014 
Friday: O’Loughlin’s 
Saturday: IHS tour, Rochester Yacht Club

1967 Meg Youtchas Myers September 15-17, 2017

1968 Nancy Kemp Hoekstra
nanhoek750@aol.com 
Joanne Becker Karen Ester
Dan Farley Carl Filbrich
Dianne Berger Ford Harriett Fowler Hellman
Carol Hartzell Hickey Chuck Kanty
Cheryl Kovel Rhonda Mindlin
Janice Dawson Patton Chuck Phillips
Judy Vilinsky Vinette Ed Washburn

August 2 - 3, 2013 
Friday: 6 p.m. - St. Paul Exempts 
Saturday: 10 a.m. - IHS Tour / 6-10 p.m. 
Dinner and dancing at Max of Eastman Place.
Pay Pal is not ready: Send registration fee of $50 to 
-ihsreunion1968@aol.com
Check out more reunion details on Classmates.com
Send life updates to Harriett Fowler Hellman at 
hchc@optonline.net

1973 Sue Snyder Tait Jean Ciulla
Tony Ciaccia Mary Bengal Alfieri
Carol Mosher Eagan Judy Shechet Fleissig
Class Web Site: http://www.irondequoit73.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/112283066499/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/Irondequoit73
E-mail: IrondequoitReunion1973@gmail.com

September 28, 2013 
Gatherings at the Daisy Flour Mill

1974 Barbara Saucke O’Connor 
www.ihsclassof74reunion.com 

July 26, 2014 
St. Paul Fire Exempts

1977 ihsclassof1977@yahoo.com August 3, 2013
O’Loughlin’s • 8:00 p.m.  •  Informal Reunion
Stop by and reminisce!

1993 Jennifer Koral-Sisson Megan Smitley 
Natalie Grasso-Pfluke Lori Palma-Schreib 
Andrea Romano 
reunion@ihsclassof1993.com   
http://www.ihsclassof93.com/

August 3, 2013 
IHS tour 
Jack’s Place at Durand

West Irondequoit Foundation
14th Annual Golf Tournament

Date To Be Announced
Play a round of golf (9 or 18 holes), then gather with other supporters for dinner. 

Dinner only option is also available. 
Details at 585-336-3067 or http://www.westirondequoit.org/foundation.htm

Established in 1987, the foundation exists to support the educational programs of the West Irondequoit Central 
School District. To date, over $669,000 has been granted to fund teacher-initiated proposals that fell outside the 
scope of the annual operating budget. Funding for these grants comes from donations by community members 
and alumni who wish to carry on the tradition of excellence for which our schools are known and from events 
such as the annual golf tournament.

Check our 

website for 

details!
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Alumni Spotlight
Shines on Class of 1971

Dan Reardon
by Anne Sick ‘72 & Leslie Ferriter ‘77

Where do you begin to spotlight an individual whose life 
encompasses so many aspects? As Dan Reardon settles into 
retirement, it is amazing to consider how many lives he has 
touched.

Dan arrived on the scene in Irondequoit at the tender age 
of six months. Born in Amherst, his family moved to West 
Irondequoit and Dan continues to make his home here. He 
attended Briarwood School, then Dake and Irondequoit High 
School. As a youngster, Dan recalls taking pictures at the age of 
10. The camera that launched his career is one of many in his 
collection currently housed in the IHS District Media Resource 
Center (DMRC). Dan says his interest and love of photography 
was self-motivated, but he was encouraged during high school by 
Harvey Brockley. Mr. Brockley fostered Dan’s interest in audio-
visual arts and filmmaking. He also notes that Nancy Horner was 
a regular “audience” for his slide shows. After graduating from 
IHS in 1971, in a class of over 500 students, Dan chose to attend 
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT).

At RIT he pursued his degree in Photography, Audio-Visual and 
Media, graduating in 1975. Charlie Morrison told Dan that the 
West Irondequoit School District was looking for someone in the 
Media Office, and recommended Dan. He was hired by Betty Graf 
and thus began his career at West Irondequoit as an Audio-Visual 
Assistant to the Director of Library Media Services. Dan followed 
Betty from one building to another, landing at the high school in 
1984. He notes that at the onset of his time at IHS there were one 
or two VCR’s and a color TV (maybe a 12 inch). That grew to two 
TV’s, one of which circulated between the schools. Educational 
programming was recorded and circulated. The first computer 
at IHS was an Apple 2E. Dan mentions that his position evolved 
as the technology evolved, from Beta, to VHS and on; and from 
splicing to electronic editing. A lot of Dan’s knowledge is self-
taught. Now, as Coordinator of Media Services, Dan oversees the 
TV station as well as produces innumerable video presentations. 
He put live broadcasts on Irondequoit Cable Access Television 
(ICAT) and has produced daily live broadcasts of Around Our 

Schools since February 2005. From the time he was a student to 
now, although the student population is smaller, the classrooms 
are larger and the technology just continues to progress.

Dan likes to include the fun aspects of his work. He talks about 
introducing sixth grade students to media at Outdoor Education 
with their Eye Witness News, then continuing with Dake’s Cable 
Club and the DMRC Club. The students assist with set-up, with 
presentations and with many other great learning opportunities. 
In addition, Dan has been the advisor to the Rogers/Dake (ski/
snowboard) Winter Club and has organized many Killington 
ski trips. He is proud of making the Dake eighth grade trip to 
Washington D.C. affordable so that more students could be 
involved.

Dan enjoys watching students grow. He says the kids are good 
at what they do, and it is fun to see them gain new skills as they 
grow in intellect and talent. He mentions Nicki DeMarco ’08 who, 
a few years ago, was a dynamic anchor on the daily morning 
show at IHS and is now in Washington D.C. working with the 
Washington Post. The DMRC gives students a safe place to come, 
and they mature from freshmen to seniors. 

Ann Esch’s 4th grade class at Rogers Middle School created class 
books about the Erie Canal and other local history topics. As a 
resource person, Dan would assist the classes by producing multi-
media presentations. Dan and Ann’s friendship also extended 
to advising the Rogers Ski Club. As Ann pursued her endeavor 
to write her book Pawing through Rochester: the Adventures of 
Spike, Dan joined in as her photographer.

Dan’s videos are favorites in the district and he keeps a notepad 
available for his ideas. Music drives  many of his choices. Rumor 
has it that many of his co-workers’ favorite part of the year end 
celebration, and, maybe even the reason they attend it, is Dan’s 
annual video. Dan’s final video will include a montage of his 
favorite songs.
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Because Dan returned to his alma mater as a staff member, he 
interfaced with many of his former teachers. He felt very natural 
transitioning from the position of student to the position of 
colleague. Interestingly, as Dan retires, he precedes his junior 
year chemistry teacher to the status of retiree.

Dan won’t be sitting around much during retirement. He plans 
to continue with photography. While he used to photograph 
weddings, including Alumni Association President Leslie & Chris 
Ferriter’s wedding, Dan is focusing more on group shots, family 
groups and some senior pictures. He also mentions attending 
daytime ballgames and walking in the neighborhood. Yes, Dan 
continues to live in the neighborhood where he grew up.  How 
very fortunate for the rest of us in the neighborhood.

When asked what he would like to pass on to his students, former 
students and even future students, Dan pauses and tells us,

“Pursue what you love, 
Don’t give up on what you love, 

Share what you love.”

Thanks, Dan, for being West Irondequoit through and through. 
Congratulations on your retirement June 30, 2013 after 37 years 
of service to the West Irondequoit Central School District.

Class of 1967

The class of 1967 celebrated their 45th reunion on September 29, 2012 at the Irondequoit Fish and Game Club on 
Irondequoit Bay.  49 classmates attended representing 11 different states, the U.S. and Canada.  

Planning has already begun for the 50th which is slated for September 15-17, 2017.
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Alumni Spotlight
Shines on Class of 1980

Dan Piato
by Earl Doser ‘52

Some might say that Irondequoit’s unofficial motto is “East is 
east, West is west, and never the twain shall meet”; but Dan Piato 
is an exception — a 1980 graduate of Eastridge High School, and 
now a music teacher at West Irondequoit’s Rogers Middle School.
 
Dan attended Durand-Eastman grammar school, where two of 
his favorite teachers were band instructor Russ Thomas, and 
physical education teacher Dick Howe; on to Eastridge, where 
Jean Cronin and Ray Hontz (band), and Sy Davis and Art Barrett 
(baseball coaches) further influenced his interest in music  
and sports.

At Eastridge, Dan was the trumpet player with the Band, the  
Jazz Ensemble, the Marching Band, the Pit Band for musicals 
and played all four years on the baseball teams (the game,  
not the trumpet!).  And he was elected to the National Honor 
Society. Then he went to the Crane School of Music at Potsdam 
College, where he graduated in 1984 with a degree in Music 
Education K-12.

“I have taught 29 years at Rogers School, which was my first 
teaching job.  During my years at West Irondequoit I have 
taught band, jazz ensemble, and instrumental lessons all those 
years at Rogers, two years of string lessons at Rogers, one year 
of instrument lessons at Dake Junior High, and one year of 7th 
grade general music at Dake.  

My father was a huge influence on my eventual career as a music 
teacher.  I remember sitting on the kitchen stairs watching him 
teach private lessons in our “music room” when I was little. I loved 
the way he worked with the students, the way he got his points 
across, and the rapport he had with his students.  My father was 
a trumpet player, as was my grandfather. I always wanted to play 
the trumpet! My dad used to play in dance bands, firemen’s bands, 
and the Monroe County Parks Band when I was growing up, so we 
were always going to different events to hear him play. Listening 
to all the different musical groups had a profound influence on 

me wanting to become a 
trumpet player.

Dad taught in West 
Irondequoit for 33 years, 
mostly at Dake Middle 
School, as it was called 
then, and at Rogers. 
Of course we went to 
many of his concerts, 
which strengthened 
my desire to become a 
music teacher. One of 
my earliest memories 
of those concerts was at 
Dake; the concerts were 
in the gym, as that was 
where the stage was. 
Because dad had to be there early to set up, my brother and I 
would help set up the stands, chairs, carry music folders, etc., to 
get ready for the concerts. Who knew then that I would still be 
carrying stands, music, and chairs to this day!

My father gave me my first trumpet lesson halfway through 2nd 
grade, so I have been playing that instrument for 44 years. I had 
private lessons every day until the 7th grade, when I studied with 
another teacher until I graduated from Eastridge. Dad never 
pushed me to become a music teacher, but was very supportive 
and did all he could to help me become a better trumpet player 
when I decided that is what I wanted to do.

I have always enjoyed my years at West Irondequoit. I have had 
the pleasure of working with wonderful teachers at Rogers who 
supported the music program, and were great co-workers. I have 
been lucky to work with so many talented and super students over 
the years. A pleasant reward: many parents tell me at the first 
instrumental music meeting that they had my father for band 
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•	 Arts	Festival is a 25 year tradition at IHS. In addition  
 to music, art displays and hands-on art activities, videos  
 and athletic contests, student groups raised funds and  
 awareness for charitable causes. Art ambassadors drew  
 henna designs, there were PIG project displays, and  
 sales and activities sponsored by clubs such as Gay Straight  
 Alliance and ISSUE Club. They earned a total of $1,400.  
 The money will support a $100 senior book scholarship,  
 Half the Sky, Human Rights Campaign, Heifer  
 International, and Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network. 

• IHS physics teacher Dan Fullerton designed a Web based  
 activity titled Kerbal	Space	Program in which players  
 run a space agency. Students were given the challenge  
 after completing AP Physics coursework and exams.  
 “My goal with the Kerbal Space Program is to build student  
 interest in science, engineering, math and technology  
 fields and, following a year of technically challenging  
 work, give them an opportunity to see how they can apply  
 some of what they learned in a fun and engaging manner.” 

• Once again, Business First	magazine has rated West  
 Irondequoit as one of the top school districts in the area. 

  Briarwood - #12 of 160 area schools  
  Listwood - #11 of 160 area schools 
  Brookview - #56 of 160 area schools  
  Seneca - #6 of 160 area schools

when they were students. And now I am starting to teach the 
children of some of my former students as well.”
 
Dan has been married 28 years to Jan, and they have two boys, 
Eric, 14, and Matt, 12.  Among Dan’s many hobbies: golf, softball, 
etc., are collecting college pennants, which are on display in the 
band room at Rogers.

Good News From West Irondequoit 
Central School District!

Each month, the district “Good News” is presented to the Board of Education at their monthly business meeting.  
Here is a sample of recent accomplishments by our students and faculty. The Good News is also posted on our web site at: 

www.westirondequoit.org/news/index.htm

Ending on a high note -- for 62 consecutive years, between Dan 
and his father, there has been a Piato teaching band and lessons 
to students in West Irondequoit.  Dan’s nephew, also a trumpet 
player, is going to college next fall, to become a music teacher —
maybe he’ll take over for Dan some day!

Don’t forget to update personal 
information on the IHS Alumni database 

so you receive the alumni newsletter and 
other WICSD alumni mailings!

Call 585-336-3067.

  Colebrook - #33 of 160 area schools  
  Southlawn - #50 of 160 area schools 
  Iroquois Middle School - #4 of 160 area schools 
  Rogers Middle School - #19 of 160 area schools 
  Dake Junior High - #6 of 90 area schools 
  Irondequoit High School - #11 of 83 area schools

 The magazine analyzes four years of assessment data to  
 compile the rankings.

• West Irondequoit Performing Arts was recognized with  
 four awards by the Rochester Broadway Theater League  
 Stars	 of	 Tomorrow program for their production  
 Anything Goes.  

  Outstanding Leading Actress - Rebecca Rand 
  Outstanding Supporting Actress - Jennifer Dinolfo 
  Outstanding Dance Ensemble  
  Special Recognition - Ben Steiner

• IHS junior Tarie Minchak’s artwork titled Leaving Home  
 has been selected as the winner of the 25th	Congressional		
	 District’s	2013	Congressional	Arts	Competition.  
 She will have the honor of having her work displayed  
 for one year in the Cannon Tunnel of the U.S. Capitol in  
 Washington, DC and she has been invited to  
 attend the winners’ reception in June, receiving  
 complimentary airfare from Southwest Airlines.  



Alumni Information Update
Name:  _______________________________________________ Maiden:  _________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ Year Graduated:  ___________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________________________ Phone:  __________________________________________

Spouse’s first & last name:  ___________________________________________  Is your spouse a graduate of IHS?  ___________

E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Education (colleges attended, year graduated, degree obtained):  ______________________________________________________

Occupation/Employer:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Hobbies:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other interesting information you would like to share. ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

This form can be mailed to: West Irondequoit Alumni Association, 321 List Ave, Rochester, NY 14617
WIAA relies solely on donations from alumni. To help defray the cost of this newsletter and maintain our scholarships, 

 a suggested donation of $5 is gratefully appreciated. Donations to WIAA are tax deductible as allowed by law. 
You may also e-mail us at: patricia_hartman@westiron.monroe.edu.
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